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Fire Island business owners, who
look to Independence Day as a kick-
start to the summer tourist season, had
plenty to celebrate yesterday.

Island businesses saw nearly as much
holiday traffic this year as last, store own-
ers said, as the summer population re-
turns and the tiny resort finishes rebuild-
ing after superstorm Sandy’s devastation.

On Monday, Brookhaven town offi-
cials held a news conference publiciz-
ing the reopening of local establish-
ments damaged by the storm. And in
the past two days, Fire Island’s popula-
tion has quadrupled, said Lisa Nelson, a
Manhattanite renting a property in Sea-
view since early June.

“When we came [in June], there was
just frantic building,” Nelson said as she
basked in yesterday’s sun with her sons,
Eli, 8, and Teddy, 10, and their cockapoo,
Tucker. “But it felt like [businesses] were
confident they were going to put it togeth-
er, so we were confident.”

With the exception of Bayshore Cafe,
all stores along the main drag in Ocean
Beach, Fire Island’s commercial center,
have repaired their flood damage and re-
opened their doors.

The road to recovery wasn’t cheap:
Damage to Ron Smith’s clothing bou-
tique, A Summer Place, including ru-
ined floors, display cabinets and mer-
chandise amounting to as much as
$90,000, Smith said.

The upside of storm damage, Palms
Hotel general manager Laura

Mercogliano said, is “it’s given business-
es who haven’t upgraded in many years
an opportunity to do so.” Long Islanders
are curious to see how the “face of Fire
Island” has changed, she said.

Restored businesses reported slow
sales for June, but both owners and loyal
customers attribute this to rainy weather.

“It’s more about the weather than the
storm, because I feel that everybody in
the commercial district certainly
worked all winter to get back and
open,” Smith said.

With temperatures in the 80s and
sunny skies, July Fourth couldn’t have
showcased a recovered Fire Island any
better, said Mermaid Market manager Mi-
chael Gerace. “The weather’s really coop-
erating,” he said, watching a steady flow
of lunchtime customers at the sandwich
counter.

On the west side of the community,
Maguire’s Bayfront Restaurant served
an average lunch crowd, owner Jim
Betz said. Nearby, the Castaway Bar
and Grill was full of faces that owner
Jon Randazzo didn’t recognize. Many
visitors this holiday were day trippers,
not returning island renters and home-
owners, Randazzo noted.

“There are a lot of homes that are not
back in action, but this gives us hope for
the rest of the season,” said Randazzo,
who owns four other eateries in Ocean
Beach and who chaired Revive FI, a
group created to inform seasonal tourists
that Fire Island businesses would be open
as usual this summer.

“It’s been rough, but I try not to let it af-
fect the spirit,” said the West Islip native.

Business heats
up on Fire Island

Business owners say they saw almost as much holiday traffic yesterday as last July 4.
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SHOP OUR COMPLETE CATALOG ONLINE AT
gothicCabinetCraft.com

*Excluding mattresses, advertised sale items, lay-a-way orders, custom orders & made
to order finishes. Not valid for prior sales. In store specials and package deals excluded.
Lifetime warranty on Gothic built furniture only. All products must be registered online for
warranty. Visit us online for details or ask a sales associate for documentation. Installation
and set-up fees may apply to some products. Delivery fees are not included in pricing. Photos,
accessories and mattresses are not included and are for illustrative purposes only. Cannot be
combined with any other offers. Not responsible for typographical errors. Sale ends 07/07/13.

UP TO 18 MONTHS
FREE FINANCING

See Website For Details
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UP TO 18 MONTHS 
FREE FINANCING

Reg SALE
#G92-P Queen Raised Panel Headboard.....................$195 ..... $119
#QPB2OTBV-P Queen Platform Bed
with 2 Drawers on Tracks .........................................$559 ..... $349

#G196B-P Nightstand with 3 Drawers on Tracks........$419 .... $269
#G191B-P Chest with 6 Drawers on Tracks ............... $741 .... $479
#GR10-P Mirror.......................................................... $125 ...... $79
#1350Q Queen Size New Yorker Mattress ................. $335 .... $199

Cobble Hill Bedroom
with up to 25 Drawers of Storage. Solid pine set.
Available Unfinished or in a choice of 20 colors.

ADD A MATTRESS
& HEADBOARD TO

ANY BED PURCHASE
& TAKE AN

ADDITIONAL
$20 OFF
YOUR ORDER!

IN STORE ONLY
Sale ends 07/07/13

USE IN STORE OR ONLINE!
COUPON CODE
“10%ND0705”

SALE ENDS 07/07/13

ANY PURCHASE
UP TO $1499

10%
OFF*

USE IN STORE OR ONLINE!
COUPON CODE
“15%ND0705”

SALE ENDS 07/07/13

ANY PURCHASE
OVER $1500

15%
OFF*

ANY ORDER
OVER $2000
ANY ORDER 

20%
OFF*

OVER $2000

OUR BIGGEST
SAVINGS!

IN STORE ONLY!

ininininMADE
NEW
YORK FREE LIFETIME WARRANTY

ON ALL GOTHIC MADE IN NEW YORK REAL WOOD FURNITURE

UP TO 18 MONTHS OR

Real Wood Craftsmanship. Made in New York since 1969.Real Wood Craftsmanship. Made in New York since 1969.Real Wood Craftsmanship. Made in New York since 1969.Real Wood Craftsmanship. Made in New York since 1969.
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1-877-4-GOTHIC
(877) 446-8442
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